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let her brother know that, even while she lived, Isabella
had not loved him, but her. It may be true that Joseph
learned about his wife's and his sister's attachment, for
all contemporaries comment on Joseph's intense dislike
of his sister Marie Christine.
"It is well known/* one contemporary comments,
" that the Emperor (Joseph) considers her as a powerful
rival, capable of frustrating his views, and of impeding,
if not totally overturning, his best-matured plans of
ambition or policy, by awakening the Empress's scruples,
and touching her maternal feelings/'
It would never have occurred either to Joseph or to
his sister to discuss their tragedy with Maria Theresa.
None of her children confided in her, they were too much
in awe of her, and they knew that their mother had no
understanding for the overtones of life, for emotions
that were not entirely conventional. She was in-
creasingly literal-minded in her affections. She was
one of those women who think that children must auto-
matically love their parents, and as a result of this
attitude she was increasingly alone.
Politically, Joseph's marriage to Louis's niece had been
somewhat disappointing, for again and again, despite this
union, France had insisted on ending the war with a
peace which would have been unfavourable for Austria.
ChoiseuTs point of view changed after he became
Foreign Minister, and he was being extremely difficult,
It was not until Spain became an ally of France that she
consented to continue the war. Katmitz and Starhem-
berg had worked hard to keep Choiseul interested in the
war. This was a delicate, diplomatic task; Maria. Theresa
was apparently doomed always to experience almost as
much trouble with her allies as with her enemies.
It seems curious that Maria Theresa was so insistent

